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SUBJECT: MITTERRAND AND GISCARD WIN FIRST ROUND OF 
FRENCH ELECTION 

1. FOLLOWING PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT PREPARED BY EUR 
AND INR AS OF 7:00 PM EDT. 

2. WITH NEARLY 60 PERCENT (15 MILLION OF ABOUT 26 MILLION) 

OF THE BALLOTS COUNTED, MITTERRAND LEADS WITH 42.6 PER 
CENT, GISCARD HAS 32.7 PERCENT AND CHABAN HAS 15 PERCENT. 
CHABAN HAS ALREADY CONCEDED. 

3. POLLING ORGANIZATION PROJECTIONS BASED ON A SMALLER 
VOTE TOTAL INDICATE THAT MITTERRAND WILL FINISH WITH 
43-44 PERCENT OF THE VOTE AND GISCARD WITH SOME 33 PERCENT. 
MITTERRAND'S SHOWING IS IN LINE WITH PRE-ELECTION POLLS. 
CHABAN DID WORSE THAN WAS PREDICTED AND GISCARD COMMEN- 
SURATELY BETTER. 
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4. MITTERRAND CAN BE EXPECTED TO GO INTO THE SECOND 
(MAY 19) ROUND WITH THIS SOLID BASE OF 43-44 PERCENT OF 

THE VOTE, REFLECTING THE STRENGTH OF THE TRADITIONAL LEFT. 
HE CAN PROBABLY COUNT UPON THE APPROXIMATELY 3 PERCENT 
RECEIVED BY SEVERAL RADICAL LEFT CANDIDATES AS WELL AS 
A SMALL PORTION (ABOUT 12 PERCENT ACCORDING TO ONE POLL) 
OF CHABAN'S VOTE. HE WILL THUS BE IN A GOOD POSITION 

TO START THE SECOND ROUND. GISCARD, WHO HAS A LONGER 
WAY TO COME, CAN PRESUMABLY COUNT UPON THE BULK OF 
CHABAN'S BACKERS AND WILL ALSO FIND IT EASIER TO PICK 
UP MARGINAL VOTERS THAN WILL MITTERRAND. THE RUN-OFF 
WILL BE VERY CLOSE. 

5. WISH TO STRESS FIGURES IN PARAGRAPH 3 ARE UNOFFICIAL 
PROJECTIONS BASED ON SMALL PERCENTAGE OF VOTE. RUSH 
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